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Dear Friends,

As you read this year’s Annual Report and reflect on all that CURE has 
accomplished this year, I hope you will be as proud as I am to be a member of 
this outstanding organization! 

Like many of you, I live in rural Minnesota, and I value the quality of life that 
rural living provides.  But I also worry that we too often take this quality of 
life for granted, and know that it is threatened in many ways:  by on-going soil 
erosion, degradation of water quality and quantity, habitat loss, and continued 
over-dependence on fossil fuels.  I am concerned about the damage we are 
doing to our environment, and long instead for change that will lead to a more 
sustainable future for us all. 
That’s why I value my membership in CURE so highly.  With its mission to “focus public awareness on the 
Minnesota River Watershed and to take action to restore and protect the river’s water quality, biological 
integrity and natural beauty for all generations,” CURE is a local, grassroots organization that is working 
toward a more harmonious relationship between people and the land.  Whether sponsoring terrific outdoor 
experiences that help people develop deep attachment to the water and the land, or providing the education 
and empowerment necessary for all of us to effectively engage in the political process, CURE is a tireless 
advocate for strong environmental protection in our own backyard.
As we look back on the year, I am grateful to the CURE staff and board for all that they have done on behalf 
of the environment.  And I thank all of YOU for joining me in support of this important work!
Sincerely,

Margaret Kuchenreuther

letteR fRoM the executive DiRectoR

letteR fRoM the boARD chAiR

Dear Friends,

Recently we had a valued colleague working in China recommend us for work 
sponsored by the State Department in Washington.  In his recommendation, the 
colleague characterized CURE as a small but dependable organization in rural 
Minnesota that consistently punches above its weight.  Those words are golden.

But let’s give credit where credit is due.  We punch above our weight because 
our Board of Directors has vision, our staff is smart and committed, foundations 
consistently invest in us, our nonprofit partners trust us, and our volunteers, 
members and donors keep us grounded.  We are a community of possibiltators; 
change makers with a proud history and a hopeful future yet to be realized.  
And yes, we punch above our weight.
2015 was a great year for CURE and 2016 is ripe with possibility.  Join us as we move into our 25th year with 
an eye on reflection and celebration.
Sincerely,

Duane ninneman

1



“The mussel field day was an excellent 
opportunity to learn more about one of 
our local resources.  It provided me with 
some knowledge and experience that I 
could then share with my middle school 
science students.  I hope that at some 
point I will be able to incorporate a field 
trip to the river for my students, giving 
them a hands-on opportunity to learn 
more about mussels and the Minnesota 
River environment.” - Leanne Carmany, CURE 
member and MS/HS Science Teacher, Yellow 
Medicine East Schools
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Buffers Now Campaign
Early in 2015, CURE was 
perhaps the first organization 
to step up in support of 
Governor Dayton’s buffer 
initiative to improve water 
quality in Minnesota.  We 
were at the stakeholders’ 
table to create the legislation 
and we managed a well-
designed advocacy campaign 
that was widely supported by 
CURE members and beyond.  
Although less than what 
we had hoped for, we’ll call 
this a win for CURE’s water 
mission.

Minnesota Clean Energy 
and Jobs Campaign
CURE was called rural 
Minnesota’s powerhouse for 
its organizing effort outstate 
in support of the Minnesota 
Clean Energy and Jobs 
Campaign.  Moving smart 
energy policy through the 
Minnesota legislature has 
been difficult in recent years, 
but laws passed as a result 
of this campaign effort will 
move Minnesota from #25 on 
solar generation capacity to 
#5 in 2016.

2015 pRogRaM HIgHLIgHTS
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EvENTS aNd advENTURES

“participating in the Simon Lake BioBlitz was not only 
a blast of an adventure but each one of us left feeling 
inspired and motivated from the enormous amount of 
collaboration we now felt connected to.  This was one 
of the most well organized and put together events; 
there was not one detail left out!  Waves of folks 
continued showing up, our supply of nets was quickly 
snatched up by the next eager citizen scientist.  The 
Minnesota dragonfly Society was able to leave with a 
list of 19 species, which included 6 county records but 
most importantly, we left with a greater appreciation 
for the rich resources of the land and those willing to 
fight for sustainability!” 
- angela Isackson, MdS president, Wildlife Technician at Three 
Rivers park District.

The CURE Events & Adventures program grew and cultivated relationships in 2015 with both 
individual members and collaborating partners.  The more work we do, the more we realize that 
it doesn’t matter if you are young or old – many of us are out of touch with nature and the natural 
world around us.  Moving forward, you are going to see CURE’s work more aligned with the work 
of Aldo Leopold, Richard Louv and others who address the ‘nature deficit disorder’ that we see in 
our culture. 

A couple of our 2015 highlights include our second year of collaboration with Land Stewardship 
Project and the Chippewa 10% Project at our 24-hour BioBlitz at Sheep Berry Fen near Simon 
Lake.  Over 100 people from all across Minnesota participated in this biological survey of plants, 
animals and all things living.  In the fall, we expanded our 3rd Annual Mussel Field Day to include 
a workshop on Friday for the Minnesota River Valley Education District and teachers from eight 
regional school districts. They received a hands-on opportunity to learn about freshwater mussels 
and how they can bring what they learned back to their classrooms. 

New to CURE in 2015 was our partnership with the Minnesota Master Naturalist Program and the 
formation of a Prairie and Potholes Chapter for southwestern Minnesota.
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Kay and annette 
Fernholz of Madison, 
MN, received the 2014 
RiverKeeper award.

Congratulations to our additional award recipients: Lauri Wyum (Volunteer of the Year Award); Ken 
Paulman, Midwest Energy News (Good Media Award); Sally Finzel, Morning Sky Greenery (Good 
Business Award); Governor Mark Dayton (Kubly Good Government Award).

CoNgRaTUaLTIoNS To LaST YEaR’S aWaRd RECIpIENTS

An important part of CURE’s 
work is to convene people 
around issues that matter to 
them and to develop constituent 
education. In 2015, CURE went 
above and beyond expectations 
and brought over 40 people 
together to meet with legislators 
about the buffer intitative and 
clean energy policy at a Willmar 
in-district meeting.

CoNvENINg pEopLE aRoUNd ISSUES THaT MaTTER To THEM
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2015 FINaNCIaL SUMMaRY
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In 2015, 84% of CURE’s revenue came 
from Foundation Grant funding.  We 
rely on funding from major foundations, 
mostly from a few large grants, to fund 
our work in each program area.  The 
McKnight Foundation, for example, has 
provided the base funding for our Water 
Program for most of CURE’s existence.

This past year, CURE increased its range 
of work and program delivery on behalf 
of our mission.  Although projected 
revenue fell short of budget, with one 
major grant request not being awarded, 
CURE was fully operational throughout 
the year.  As with most well managed 
nonprofits, we were able to draw on our 
strategic cash reserve to smooth out cash 
flow and still ended 2015 with $153,000 
in the bank.

In 2016, CURE hopes to raise 10% of our 
revenue from our member-donors.  We 
are grateful that the size of individual 
donations has grown consistently 
over the last few years, because as 
our work expands, we don’t expect to 
raise foundation dollars for all of our 
programs.  We will need to rely more on 
our member-donors to fund our work 
-- such as programs offered through the 
Events & Adventures Program and our 
direct advocacy.

CURE’s budget for 2016 is $398,450.  

CURE’s member/donor goal for 2016 is 
$40,000.

Details about CURE’s financials may be 
obtained by contacting Duane Ninneman 
at the CURE office. 



oUR 2015 aCCoMpLISHMENTS WERE MadE poSSIBLE BY YoU
We thank the following member-donors who generously donated to CURE 
from January 1, 2015 through December 31st, 2015.

FoUNdaTIoNS
Carolyn Foundation 
McKnight Foundation
RE-AMP Network/
Minneapolis Foundation

MEMBER-doNoRS

Up to $49
Mike Aalid
Luwaina Al-Otaibi
Keith & Anita Anderson
Dennis Barta
Michelle & Dave Beckmann
Paul & Barbara Benson
Mary Jo Bibby
Allen Buchanan
Carolyn & Butch Blanck
Dennes & Florence Borman
Ed & Diane Bouffard
Keith Boulais
Butch & Patricia Buschette
Steve & Leanne Carmany
Patience Caso & 
 Steve Schultz
Michelle Cavanaugh-  
  Biggers
Jackie & Joe Cerise
Tom Clarke
Lily Cohen
Tom & Mary Ellen Crnich
Adam Dahl
Tammy Dandurand
Nate Davis
Liza & Kevin Dennehy
Kathy Draeger & 
 Mike Jorgenson
Charles Draper
Dick & Mary Fylling
Dan & LuAnne Fondell
Gabe Furshong & 
 Lauren Caldwell
Jack & Ginny Furshong
Jim & Barbara Furshong
Joe & Anna Furshong
Alex & Jerilyn Galt

Mike Gillilan & Leslie     
  Scott-Gillilan
Freda Gipp

Karen & Loren Graf
Kelly Gryting
Julie & Keith Gustafson
Liz Hagen

Nan Haggerty

Christa Hahn
Ashley Hanson

Ron Hanson

Noelle Harden & 
 Andy Hayner

James & Candy Hersch
Chris & Steve Hettig
Caitlyn Horsch
Jared House
Linda Howard
Jeremy & Samantha           
  Huntley

Angie & Mark Hurley
Jaylani Hussein
Cynthia Johnson & 
 Carole Mitchells *
Peter L. Johnson
Kent & Eunice Kapplinger
Erik Kittelson
Christine Kleven
Barb & Dwayne Knutsen
Brad & Lisa Kurtz
Paul LaMantia
Sharon Lein

Gary Lentz

Dale & Carol Lietzau
Lance Lindeman
Kirsten Lindstrom & 
 John G. Larson
Theresa MacArthur
Karen & Jim Malmberg
Joseph Marty
Ryan Meehan
Barbara McGinnis
Charlie & Betty Merrifield
Brook Miller
Dori & Randall Moore
Brad Moseng
Malinda Nething
Kylene Olson
Sharon Olson
Jessica & Tim Ostman
Doug Pederson

Donald Peterson

Forrest Peterson & 
 Marilyn Sjotvedt
Cecelia Pohlen
Ron Porep & 
 Ann Thompson
Beth & Jose Pullan
Linda Quammen
Jaune Quick-To-See Smith &   
  Andy Ambrose
Marla Quincy
Janet & Mike Reagan
Lori Richardson
Franz Allbert Richter
Kristen Ringham
Margaret Robertson
John Rupp
Penny Schomaker
Chris Shamp
Bernard Sietman & 
 Heather Reynolds

Teresa Slobojan-Monaco
Sally Jo Sorensen
Scott Sparlin
Don & Nancy Spooner-    
  Mueller
Darlene St. Clair
Maureen & Dan Stores
Amy Sund
Scott Tedrick
Karen Terry
Erik Thompson
Karen Thompson
Janine Thull & Jeff Richter
Lyndon Torstenson

Pat Touhey & Cathy Rieff
Paul & Candy Sobocinski
Dave & Diane Taylor
Scott & Penny Tower
Paul Tuss

Don & Shirley Utzman
Bruce Vien
Patty & Larry Wahl
Deb Wallwork
Tom Watson
Heather Wayne
Shawn Willy
Waziyatawin & Scott Wilson
Shawn Whelan
Julie Wojtalewicz
Norma Wojtalewicz

Sarah Wolbert
Scott Wold
Jim & Kathie Wolf

$50 to $99
Doug & Lois Albin
Ross Anderson & 
 Pam Sanders
Kelly Asche
Amy Bacigalupo & 
 Paul Wymar
Nawang Bajracharya &   
  Margie Andresen
Jill & Gary Bedel
Heather & Cornie Beukhof
Don Bot
Amy & Toby Childers
Erin D’Arcy
Emily Deaver
Judy Douglas
Andrew & Marnie Falk
Kay & Annette Fernholz
Matt Fredericks *
Dennis & Marjorie      
  Frederickson
Julie Gardner
Darrell Gerber
Mary Gillespie &       
  Mohammed Otaibi
Alicia & Andrew 
 Gourd-Mackin
Cara Greger & 
 Daniel Angelo

Patrick Gunter
Joel & Cathy Halbritter
John Haluska
Alice M. Hanley
Erik Hatlestad
Holly & Eric Hatlewick
Adam Hawkinson
Glen & Jackie Herfurth
Andrew Hodney
David & Ann Hovda
Larry & Marcia Kiewel
Bobby King
Dan & Deb Kleven
Curt & Susan Kochner
Peggy Kreber & 
 Warren Wagner

* Sustaining Members who give monthly to CURE
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Matthew Kubly
Brad Kurtz
Ryan & Rachel Luft
Diana & Tim Macziewski
Tom Mahoney & 
 Maddy Maxeiner
Sib Malee
Shannon Maloney & 
 Mike Size
T.Todd Masman
Scott McKelly & Ann Helm
David Moody & 
 Mary Catherwood
Michael & Greta Murray
David & Judy Nass
Dennis & Lori Niedfelt-   
  Petrich
Betsy Nielsen
Janis Oakes
Karen Odden
Brook Pederson
Deb & George Peterson
Mark Rekow & Lynn Mader
Chris Sandven
Kurt Schulz
Dave & Cindy Smiglewski
Morris & Deanna Steckman
Ted Suss & Janet Marti
Mark & Celeste Suter
John Tanquist
Bev Tellefsen
Louise Trottier & Jay Fier
Kenny & Joan Turck
Natalie Witte
Emily & Doug Wright

$100 to $249
Joseph & Catherine Amato
Audrey Arner & 
 Richard Handeen
Donald Beck
George Boody
Diane Borgendale
Jay & Merideth Brown
Colleen Carpenter
Tom & Cindy Cherveny
Steve Christensen
Stewart & Rebecca Day
Bill & Terri Dinesen
Ansel Doll

Chris & Brenda Domeier
Dave & Laurie Driessen
James & Karen Falk

Carmen & Sally Fernholz
David Field
Sally & Bart Finzel
David Fluegel
Donna & TJ Furshong
Glenn Gelhar

Troy & Jennifer Goodnough
Richard Halterman, Sr. 
J. Drake & Patrick Hamilton
Duane & Elizabeth Hastad
Joe & Elaine Hauger
Lowell & Cay Hellervik
Jennifer Hoffman
Doug Holtquist
Virginia Homme
Jim & Barbara Hubley
Glen Jacobsen
Steve & Andrea Fox Jensen
Judith Kammer & 
 Mark Voorhees
James Kanne & 
 Mary Sullivan
Tom & Jan Keaveny
Ronnette Kennedy Trulson
Javad Keyhani & Elsa Bross
Duwayne & LaVonne   
  Koenen
Michael Kosowski
Tom & Mary Ann Kramer
Patricia Kubley
Walter LaBatte, Jr.
Peggy Ladner & 
 Clifton Brittain
Larry Michael Larson
Sarah Lynch
Jean & Tony Menden
Karen & David Minge
Roger & Martha Molde
Mike & Mary Mueller
Darby & Geri Nelson
James & Sydney Nesbitt    
  Massee
Doug Nopar & 
 Joann Thomas
Dean & Jeri Nordaune
Sarina Otaibi & 
 Tim Beckmann *
Julia Peterson
Teresa & Jason Peterson
Dan & Linda Richter
Rachel Rigenhagen &       
  Randy Risch *
Don Robertson
Gene & Judy Rose

Tim & Margo Roth 
Vonnie Saquilan
Lee & Yvonne Sorenson
Dwayne & Rita Strand
Michelle Thelen
Billy & Delores Thompson
Jim & Lee Ann VanDerPol
Terry VanDerPol
John White
Mark Wilson
Lauri & Greg Wyum

$250 to $499
Tom Birkey & 
 Doris Thompson
Dave & Julie Christensen
Brand Frentz
Margaret Diggins
Ariel Herrod

Arne & Athena Kildegaard *
Nick & Donna Krueger
Diane Ladner

Cheryl Landgren *
Craig & Joanie Murphy
Margaret Kuchenreuther *
Tom & Genie Kalahar
Peter Kennedy & 
 Teresa Clarke *
Tom Prieve & Sue Wika
Paul & Lauri Tinklenberg
Mary Lou Werner

$500 to $999
Mitchel Davis
Roy Hankins & 
 Dorothy Anderson

Abigail Jorlett
Steve Petrich & 
 Peg Furshong *
Dixie Tilden *
Del & Shirley Wehrspann
Brian & Janine Wojtalewicz

$1,000 and up
Maureen Laughlin & 
 Duane Ninneman *
Barbara Olson
Rod MacIver
Gene & Lucy Tokheim

Businesses/
organizations/Schools
GiveMN, Minneapolis
Henle Printing Company,    
  Marshall
Josten’s, Minneapolis
Lac qui Parle Valley Science    
  Club, Madison
Lac qui Parle Watershed    
  Project, Montevideo
Land & Driveway Service,   
  Inc., Morris
Land Stewardship Project,    
  Minneapolis
M.A.A.C., Inc., Montevideo
MN River Valley Audubon    
Chapter, Bloomington
Oyate Nipi Kte, 
  Granite Falls

Patagonia, St. Paul
Tokheim Stoneware,       
  Dawson 
Township of Ortonville
Unitarian Universal Church,    
  Underwood
Upper Sioux Community
Vivid Image, Inc,       
 Hutchinson
YME Science Club, 
  Granite Falls

Dixie Tilden

  In memory of 
  Jerry Tilden

In 2012, we began a formal 
CURE Tributes program 
where you may remember 
a loved one who has passed 
on or honor someone for 
a life’s journey milestone 
(birth, birthday, gradua-
tion, wedding, anniversary, 
retirement, etc.) For more 
information about our Trib-
utes program or to obtain 
envelops, please contact 
Peg Furshong at the CURE 
office.

THaNK YoU MEMBER-doNoRS aNd SUppoRTERS

2015 TRIBUTES

*** If you believe that we have made a mistake in your giving history for 2015, please contact us so that we 
can resolve the issue. It is important to us that we honor all of our member-donor support. 8



Join CURE’s Monthly giving 
program! Your monthly support 
makes a difference. 
Sustaining Members make convenient ongoing 
monthly contributions toward CURE’s conservation 
and community engagement work. It allows us to be 
financially strategic and it saves money.  Sustained 
Monthly Giving saves on staff time, printing 
and postage costs, and saves you the hassle of 
remembering to renew your CURE membership each 
year.  Maureen L. agrees, “I recently increased my 
giving to CURE and spread my contribution out on a 
monthly plan.”

Join today with a $5, $10, $20, $50 or an amount of 
your choice. once a month, your donation will be 
automatically withdrawn from your account. 

BECoME a SUSTaININg MEMBER

BECoME a CURE MEMBER!
The mission of CURE is to focus public awareness on the Minnesota 
River Basin and to take action to restore and protect the river’s 
water quality, biological integrity, and natural beauty for all 
generations.
In service to our mission, we strive to raise public awareness and 
engage policy makers on environmental and community issues 
that affect the basin. We advocate for solutions that will best sustain 
ecological and human health.

Our vision is for healthy human and natural communities to 
thrive together on the land, sustained by a common ethic of care, 
preservation, and protection of the watershed environment.
We believe that by working together, we can deepen public 
understanding and commitment to a healthy environment.  We 
ground our work in a sense of place, grassroots democracy, eco and 
social justice, civility and respect for those with whom we disagree, 
and the courage to act on complex and difficult issues.  We also 
believe that we must take time to celebrate our connections to the 
land and each other.

become a CURE Member Today!

“See what one 
person can do.”

Visit www.cureriver.org to learn how you can become a member or 
call the CURE office.

Ginger Homme is a long-time CURE 
member and advocate who has installed 
renewable energy on her property. 9



STaFF aNd BoaRd
STaFF
Representing fiscal year 2015

Peg Furshong
Director of Operations and Constituent 
Engagement

Erik Hatlestad
Public Interest Fellow

Ariel Herrod
Water Program Coordinator

Duane Ninneman
Executive Director

Kristian Nyberg
Energy Program Coordinator

Sarina Otaibi
Director of Communications and Engagament

Dixie Tilden
Office Manager

boARD
Representing fiscal year 2015

Brad Fernholz
Farmer
Appleton, MN

Glenn Gelhar
Retired Healthcare Professional 
Clarkfield, MN

Holly Hatleswick
District Conservationist 
Renville County for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
Granite Falls, MN

Jennifer Hoffman, Secretary
Watershed Specialist
Chippewa River Watershed Project
Montevideo, MN

Glen Jacobsen, Member at Large
County Prosecuter
Renvile County, MN

Jen Kader
Program Manager 
Freshwater Society
Minneapolis, MN

Tom Kalahar, Vice Chair
District Technician (retired)
Renville County Soil & Water Conservation 
District
Olivia, MN

Pete Kennedy, Treasurer
Engineering Manager 
Northern Geo

Appleton, MN

Athena Kildegaard
Poet, Faculty Environmental Studies
University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, MN

Margaret Kuchenreuther, Chair
Botanist, Associate Professor of Environmental 
Studies, University of Minnesota, Morris
Morris, MN

Tom Prieve
Faculty, MSCTC Fergus Falls
Vetenarian and Farmer
Ashby, MN

Brian Wojtalewicz
Trial Lawyer
Appleton, MN
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117 South 1st Street,       
Montevideo, MN 56265

320-269-2984
cure@cureriver.org 
www.cureriver.org


