Resolution on Hyperscale Data Centers in Minnesota

Whereas, Minnesota’s 100% Carbon-Free Electricity Standard requires a rapid transition away
from fossil fuels, yet hyperscale data centers demand extraordinary amounts of electricity—
often hundreds of megawatts each—frequently triggering proposals to delay fossil fuel plant
retirements or build new ones, threatening Minnesotans with higher electricity rates and
jeopardizing our carbon-free energy goals;

Whereas, water is a finite public resource essential to Minnesotans’ health, ecosystems, and
economy, and hyperscale data centers can withdraw hundreds of millions of gallons of potable
groundwater or surface water annually for cooling and for the electricity generation that supports
their operations, while Minnesota lacks comprehensive, statewide groundwater data and
already faces regional aquifer stress;

Whereas, Minnesota grants hyperscale data centers a generous sales tax exemption for
enterprise IT equipment and software, an incentive expected to exceed $100 million per year
and divert critical public revenue without demonstrated statewide benefit;

Whereas, hyperscale data centers impose significant local and global burdens, including
increased noise, light pollution, massive electrical transmission expansions, and substantial
electronic waste from equipment replaced every 2 to 5 years, amplifying impacts on nearby
communities and the global mining footprint required to supply these facilities;

Whereas, transparency is foundational to democratic governance, yet hyperscale data center
developers increasingly require local governments to sign nondisclosure agreements—
sometimes years before public disclosure—undermining community engagement and eroding
Minnesotans’ right to participate meaningfully in decisions that affect their health, environment,
and public resources;

Whereas, the primary beneficiaries of hyperscale data centers are the world’s wealthiest
corporations and individuals, who capture the overwhelming economic gains from Al and related
technologies while the public absorbs the environmental, social, and infrastructure costs,
exacerbating inequality and concentrating technological and economic power in the hands of
the top 1%;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,

that the Party calls for a comprehensive statutory framework—up to and including a moratorium
on the construction of new hyperscale data centers—to ensure that Minnesota’s energy, water,
fiscal resources, communities, and democratic processes are protected before any such
facilities may proceed; and that such a framework must require full public transparency and
engagement, robust environmental review in the form of Environmental Impact Statements
(EIS), clear siting standards, equitable economic policy, and enforceable guarantees that



Minnesota’s climate and carbon-free energy goals, natural resources, and people—not
corporations—determine the future of data center development in our state.



